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Flow Chart                                                 Macro Structure      

74. Surah Al Muddaththir (The Cloaked One) Verses:56; Makki;  Paragraphs: 7 

 

Period of Revelation: The first seven verses of this Surah belong to the 

earliest period at Makkah. Even according to some traditions which have been 

related in Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Musnad Ahmad, etc., on the authority of 

Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah, these are the very earliest verses of the Qur'an to 

be revealed to the Holy Prophet (upon whoa be peace). But the 

Muslim Ummah almost unanimously agreed that the earliest Revelation to the 

Holy Prophet (upon whom be peace) consisted of the first five verses of Surah 

Al-Alaq(XCVI) However, what is established by authentic traditions is that 

after this first Revelation, no Revelation came down to the Holy Prophet (upon 

Paragraph 7: V49-56        
Very important principle; 
Allah alone has the power 

to choose whoever he 
wants to make prophet 

saww. 

Paragraph 6: V32-48 
The Moon, morning & 
night all are witnesses 
of Allah swt’s tawhid. 

Paragraph 5: V20-31        
The dreadfulness of Hell 
has been depicted and 

it has been explained as 
to people of what 

character and morals 
really deserve it.

Paragraph 4: V26-29

The person who calls Quran 
words of magic or written 

by humans, will be 
punished in hereafter.

Paragraph 3: V11-25

It has been said: that 
Allah swt blessed a 

person but he is very 
ungrateful, with his evil 

actions and offences, 
he has now become 
worthy of Hell, and 

never of further 
blessings.

Paragraph 2:V8-10

The deniers of Truth 
have been warned, 
saying: "You will see 

the evil result of what 
you are doing today on 
the Resurrection Day."

Paragraph 1: V1-7

warn the people of the 
consequences of the 
way of life they were 

following and to 
proclaim the greatness 

of Allah swt.

Main Themes:

:ُقۡم فَاَنِۡذرۡۡ
O Prophet Pbuh, Arise 
and warn these people 
of Mecca, this Quran is 
the truth, it’s not Magic 

or not written by any 
human.

Pious people will enter 
paradise and 

disbelievers will be 
thrown into hell fire. 
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whom be peace) for quite some time. Then, when it was resumed, it started with 

theme verses of Surah Al- Muddaththir. Imam Zuhri has given the following 

details of it: 

"Revelation to the Holy Prophet remained suspended for quite some time, and it 

was such a period of deep grief and distress for him that he started going early 

to the tops of the mountains to throw himself down from them. But whenever 

he stood on the edge of a peak, the Angel Gabriel would appear and tell him that 

he was Allah's Prophet. This would console him and restore to him full peace of 

mind." (Ibn Jarir). 

After this Imam Zuhri relates the following tradition on the authority of 

Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah: 

"The Ho]y Messenger of Allah describing the period of falrat al-wahi (break in 

revelation) said: One day when I was passing on the way, I suddenly heard a call 

from heaven. I raised my head and saw that the same Angel who had visited me 

in the Cave of Hira was sitting on a throne between heaven and earth. This 

struck terror in my heart, and reaching home quickly, I said: 'Cover me up, cover 

me up'. So the people of the house covered me up with a quilt (or blanket). At 

that time Allah sent down the Revelation: Ya ayyuhal-Muddaththiru... From then 

on revelation became intense and continuous." (Bukhari, Muslim Musnad Ahmad, 

Ibn Jarir). 

The rest of the Surah (vv. 8-56) was revealed when the first Hajj season came 

after public preaching of Islam had begun in Makkah. This has been fully well 

described in the Sirah by Ibn Hisham.  


