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Flow Chart Macro Structure

72. Surah Al Jinn (The Jinn) Verses: 28; ~ Makki; Paragraphs: 3

st Paragraph: Verses 1 - 15
There are Muslims among jinns

also, who have good knowledge
of Quran.

Main Themes:

Anyone from humans

and/or jinns can benefit
from Quran, accept pure
tawhid in the light of
Quran, understand and
follow the prophet pbuh,
everyone should become

3rd Paragraph:
Verses 20-28

The Messenger

receives only that / dtrue believer & do good
knowledge which
Allah is pleased to

eeds, prepare himself for 7
life after death and preach 2nd Paragraph:

ive him. Thi Deen Islam. Verses 16 - 19
give him. This

knowledge pertains
to matters
connected with the
performance of the
duties of
Prophethood.

Warnings to people
of Mecca.

Period of Revelation. According to a tradition related in Bukhari and Muslim, on the
authority of Hadrat Abdullah bin Abbas, once the Holy Prophet (upon whom be
peace) was going to Visit the Fair of Ukaz with some of his Companions, On the way
be led the Fajr Prayer at Nakhlah. At that time a company of the jinn happened to
pass that way. When they heard the Quran being recited, they tarried and listened to
it attentively. This very event has been described in this Surah.
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Most of the commentators, on the basis of this tradition, believe that this relates to
the Holy Prophet's well known journey to Taif, which had taken place three years
before the Hijrah in the 10th year of the Prophethood. But this is not correct for
several reasons. The jinn's hearing the Qur'an during the journey to Taif has been
related in Al-Ahgaf 29-32. A cursory reading of those verses shows that the jinn who
had believed after hearing the Qur'an on that occasion were already believers in the
Prophet Moses and the previous scriptures. On the contrary, vv. 2- 7 of this surah
clearly show that the jinn who heard the Qur'an on this occasion were polytheists
and deniers of the Hereafter and Prophethood. Then, it is confirmed historically that
in his journey to Taif none accompanied the Holy Prophet except Hadrat Zaid bin
Harithah. On the contrary, concerning this journey lbn Abbas says that the Holy
Prophet (upon whom be peace) was accompanied by some of his Companions.
Furthermore, the traditions also agree that in that journey the jinn heard the Qur'an
when the Holy Prophet had stopped at Nakhlah on his return journey from Taif to
Makkah, and in this journey, according to the traditions of Ibn Abbas, the event of
the jinn's hearing the Qur'an occurred when the Holy Prophet was going to Ukaz
from Makkah. Therefore, in view of these reasons what seems to be correct is that in
Surah Al-Ahqaf and Surah Al Jinn, one and the same event has not been narrated, but
these were two separate events, which took place during two separate journeys.

As far as Surah Al-Ahqgaf is concerned, it is agreed that the event mentioned in it
occurred on the return journey from Taif in the 10th year of Prophethood. As for the
question, when this second event took place, its answer is not given by the tradition
of Ibn Abbas, nor any other historical tradition shows as to when the Holy Prophet
had gone to the Fair of Ukaz along with some of his Companions. However, a little
consideration of vv 8-10 of this surah shows that this could only be an event of the
earliest stage of Prophethood. In these verses it has been stated that before the
appointment of the Holy Prophet (upon whom be peace) to Divine Mission the jinn
used to have one or another opportunity to eavesdrop in the heavens in order to
hear news of the unseen, but after it they suddenly found that angels had been set
as guards and meteorites were being shot on every side so that they could find no
place of safety from where they could hear the secret news. Thereupon they had set
about searching for the unusual thing that had occurred on the earth, or was going to
occur, because of which the security measures had been tightened up. Probably
since then many companies of the jinn must have been moving about in search of
the unusual occurrence and one of them after having heard the Qur'an from the Holy
Prophet (upon whom be peace) must have formed the opinion that that was the very
thing for the sake of which all the gates of the heavens had been shut against the
jinn.



