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60. Surah Al Mumtahina (The Woman Under Questioning) Verses:13 Madni
Paragraphs. 4

Paragraph 1: V1-7

The loyalty of a
true believer is
with an Islamic
state.

ain Themes: The law ano
policies of an Islamic state have
been discussed in this surah; a
true believer should refrain
from everything which might be
helpful to them in the conflict
between Islam and disbelief.
However, there is no harm in
dealing kindly and justly with
those disbelievers, who may not
be practically engaged in hostile
activities against Islam and
persecution of the Muslims.

Paragraph 4:V13

Muslims have been
commanded to be
loyal & faithful to an
Islamic state and
refrain from making
contacts with non-
believers.

Paragraph 2:V8-9
The foreign

policy of an
Islamic state.

An example from Ibrahim as's
life, that he left every Mushrik
for Allah swt.

Paragraph 3: V10-12

Allah swt commanded
that the pagan husband is
not lawful for the Muslim
women, nor the pagan
wife lawful for the Muslim
husband. This decision
leads to very important
legal consequence.

Period of Revelation: The Surah deals with two incidents, the time of the occurrence of
which is well known historically. The first relates to Hadrat Hatib bin Abz Balta'a, who, a
little before the conquest of Makkah, had sent a secret letter to the Quraish chiefs informing

them of the Holy Prophet's intention to attack them. The second relates to the Muslim
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women, who had started emigrating from Makkah to Madinah, after the conclusion of the
Truce of Hudaibiyah, and the problem arose whether they also were to be returned to the
disbelievers, like the Muslim men, according to the conditions of the Truce. The mention of
these two things absolutely determines that this Surah came down during the interval
between the Truce of Hudaibiyah and the Conquest of Makkah. Besides, there is a third
thing also that has been mentioned at the end of the Surah to the effect; What should the
Holy Prophet (upon whom be Allah's peace) make the women to pledge when they come to
take the oath of allegiance before him as believers? About this part also the guess is that this
too was sent down some time before the conquest of Makkah, for after this conquest a large
number of the Quraish women, like their men, were going to enter Islam simultaneously

and had to be administered the oath of allegiance collectively.



