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Flow Chart                                                 Macro Structure      

16.  An -Nahl (The Honey Bee)   Verses: 128;    Makki;   Paragraphs: 6 

Period of Revelation: The following internal evidence shows that this Surah was revealed 
during the last Makkan stage of Prophet hood: 

1. v. 41 clearly shows that persecution had forced some Muslims to emigrate to Habash 
before the revelation of this Surah. 

2. vv. 112-114 clearly refer to the end of seven year famine that had struck Makkah 
some years after the appointment of the Holy Prophet as Allah's Messenger. 

3. The general style of the Surah also supports the view that this was revealed during 
the last stage at Makkah. 

 

 

Main Themes: All the topics of the Surah revolve round 
different aspects of the Message, i.e., rejection of shirk, 
proof of Tawhid, and warning of the consequences of 
the rejection of & opposition and resentment to the 
Message. 

Paragraph 2: V22-34 

The objections of the 
disbelievers have been 
answered, their arguments 
disproved, their doubts removed 
and their false pretexts exposed. 

Paragraph 6: V125-128 

The Holy Prophet and his 
companions have been 
comforted and told about 
the attitude they should 
adopt in the face of 
hatred and harassment 
by the disbelievers. 

Paragraph 5: V120-124 

The mushriks have been 
told that belief in Allah, 
which they also 
professed, demanded 
that it should not be 
confined merely to lip 
service, but this creed 
should take a definite 
shape in moral and 
practical life. 

Commandments 
regarding Sabat 

Paragraph 1: V 1-21 

Revelation of Quran & Very 
convincing proofs of Tawhid and 
rejection of shirk have been 
based on the plain signs in the 
universe and in man's own self. 

Paragraph: V90-119 

The moral changes which 
the Message of the Holy 
Prophet pbuh aims to 
bring practically in human 
life have been presented 
briefly in an appealing 
manner. Allah’s Rights & 
Humans’ Rights for each 
other are explained. 

 

Paragraph 3: 

V35-89: 

Warnings have 

given of the 

consequences 

of persistence 

in false ways 

and 

resentment to 

the Allah’s 

Message. 

 


